Social Studies
HHS
Mr. Bradley


Class Rules

1 Be in class and be seated when the bell rings.

2 Obtain permission before speaking.

3 Respect and be polite to all people.

· Say “please” and “thank you”

· Always address teacher with “Mr. …”

· Visiting teachers, substitutes, and student teachers included

4 Respect property of others.
5 Stay awake.
Typical consequences are:  warnings, private conference, student contact parents by phone, and others according to the student handbook.

Fair is not equal clause:  Consequences will not necessarily be given equally, but at the teacher’s discretion.

Mr. Bradley is hypersensitive and allergic to the chemicals sometimes used in perfumes, cologne, and hand lotions.  Please, please, please don’t wear too much of these things and NEVER apply or open them in class.

Class Procedures
1. Always stay in your seat unless you have permission to move around.

a. No one moves about the classroom when the teacher is talking.

b. No one moves about the classroom during evaluations or quizzes.

2. Don’t leave the classroom without a pass from the teacher (unless it is an emergency).

3. The teacher dismisses class, not the bell.

4. Late work is accepted only after excused absences.  Late work is to be turned immediately upon your return to school (regardless of red or black day) unless a separate arrangement is agreed upon between the returning student and Mr. Bradley.

5. Class work needs to be completed in ONLY blue or black ink or pencil.  (A number two pencil is required on test days in world history.)

6. Missed assignments are the responsibility of the student.

7. Participate in all class discussions.

8. All papers turned in should have your first and last name, block number, and date completed in the upper right hand corner.  

9. There is a tray for the turning in of homework.  Do NOT put homework on Mr. Bradley’s desk.

10. No abbreviations are to be used on work to be graded unless approved by Mr. Bradley.

11. All class work—graded and un-graded—should be kept until the end of the semester exam.

12. A second “essay” evaluation or quiz will be utilized for students who miss class during a scheduled evaluation or quiz.

13. No food (or candy) is to be eaten during class without permission from the school nurse or Mr. Bradley.

14. Trips to the restroom are permitted with the “potty pass” only.  No one is permitted to use the restroom more than once during the class period or more than five times during a quarter (emergencies excepted).  Trips out of the room are only allowed when the teacher indicates that students have “work time.”  
15. Backpacks are not allowed in the classroom.

16. Water is permitted in the room provided the water is kept in a container with a lid.  This privilege may be revoked.  They cannot be shared or passed around.  Bottles are to be thrown in the trash when finished.

17. Homework assignments are posted outside the door of the classroom.  Please use the clipboards to gather needed information and materials, etc. rather than interrupting class.

Grading

93 to 100 =A

85 to 92  = B

75 to 84  = C

67 to 74  = D

00 to 66  = F

1. Homework is worth 5 points. (Map homework is worth 10 points, however).

2. Homework quizzes are worth 5 points.
3. Regular quizzes are worth 10 points.

4. Evaluations are worth 30 points.

5. Projects and reports vary in value.

Dear Parent,

My name is Doug Bradley and I am your son/daughter’s social studies teacher this semester.  Please feel free to contact me throughout the year if you have questions.  On red days, I have office hours from 1:05 to 2:30.  On black days, I have free hours from 11:05-12:59 with a lunch period included. My phone number is 654-7131 ext. 331.  I also have an email address (dbradley@highlandcusd5.org), but please be patient if you contact me via email because I can’t always respond immediately.

I would like to also encourage you to use the Highland Community School District’s Powerschool website to access your child’s grades.  (Passwords and logins are available in the HHS office.)  The site will give you a good idea of how your son/daughter is doing the class.

Please make an effort to read the class procedures and grading section of this note.  The sections provide classroom information that may help in following what happens in my social studies classroom.

Thanks for your time and interest.

Mr. Doug Bradley

Please sign, clip, and return the receipt below indicating that you’ve read and understand everything on this document and then return it to Mr. Bradley during the next class meeting.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student signature ______________________________________________ Date _______________

Parent signature _______________________________________________ Date _______________
World History
What is taught?
World History is a required course that is divided into two semesters.  During Semester One the histories of these regions are taught:  

· Europe

· South Asia

· Africa (time permitting)

During Semester Two the histories of these regions are taught:
· China

· Japan

· Korea (time permitting)

· Latin America

What is graded?
An attempt is made to take a grade almost each class period.  Homework is also typically assigned on a regular basis.  Often times the students will be expected to complete their homework and study it with a quiz to follow over this material during the next class period.  Occasionally students are permitted to use their homework to help them complete the quiz questions and these are called homework quizzes.  Other quizzes are to be completed without homework or notes.  At the completion of each unit the students will complete a 30-60 question “evaluation” or test.  At the conclusion of the semester the school requires that the student take a semester exam and this instrument usually consists of 150 questions and evaluates all of the material taught during the semester.  

Is there a structured routine to the class?

We don't always do things exactly the same but, for the most part, here is the regular routine:

· Day 1: On the day students take the evaluation (test) over the previous chapter, they get a guided reading sheet for part of the next chapter. Students are assigned to work on it and know it before the next class. (Every third chapter we do has map assignments too.)

· Day 2: Students take a quiz over the assigned guided reading (usually with homework).  I teach the material and assign more guided reading questions for them to do and know.

· Day 3: Students take a quiz over the assigned guided reading (usually with homework).  I teach the material and assign more guided reading questions for them to do and know.

· Day 4: Students take a quiz over the assigned guided reading (usually with homework).  I teach the material and tell them to prepare for a quiz over all of the material.

· Day 5: Students take a quiz over all of the chapter material.  They don't get to use their homework.  I assign students a review for the chapter to complete (for extra credit) and tell them to prepare for a chapter evaluation during the next class period.  The process then repeats itself.    

How can a student improve his/her grade in this class? 
There is no ‘extra credit’ for this course.  Here are some suggestions for students trying to improve their grade in World History:

· Read the assigned reading for the unit at least TWO times.

· Complete the guided reading sheet on your own and check your answers during class.

· Study the guided reading questions thoroughly and develop possible quiz questions from the material.

· Pay attention to the questions asked during quizzes.  The same questions are often repeated on the evaluations.

· If a study guide is distributed, complete it on your own and study it closely.

· Stay awake and listen in class. 

What materials are needed?
Students need to have these things at class with them each day:

· World Cultures textbook

· Colored pencils—at least six different colors

· Folder/binder that will hold all assignments, returned quizzes, etc.

· Notebook dedicated to “question of the day” assignments

· Paper (white and lined)

· Blue or black ink pen 

What happens if a student gets a failing grade for the semester?
The entire semester MUST BE RE-TAKEN.  
American History
What is taught?
Basic American History is a required course that is divided into two semesters.  During Semester One the history of the United States is taught from pre-Columbian times to the early 19th century.  Also included in the first semester is the state-required U.S. Constitution Test.  This test must be passed with a grade of D or better to graduate from any Illinois high school.  

During Semester Two the history of the United States is taught from early in the 19th century to the mid to late 20th century.  Also included in the first semester is the state-required Illinois Constitution Test.  This test must be passed with a grade of D or better to graduate from any Illinois High School. 

What is graded?
Homework is typically assigned on a regular basis.  Often times the students will be expected to complete their homework and study it with a quiz to follow over this material during an upcoming class period. Occasionally students are permitted to use their homework to help them complete the quiz questions and these are called homework quizzes.  Other quizzes are to be completed without homework or notes.  At the completion of each unit the students will complete a 30-60 question “evaluation” or test.  At the conclusion of the semester the school requires that the student take a semester exam and this instrument usually consists of 150 questions and evaluates all of the material taught during the semester.  For the students of this class the semester exam can be waived if they maintain nearly perfect attendance. 

How can a student improve his/her grade in this class?
There is no ‘extra credit’ for this course.  Here are some suggestions for students trying to improve their grade in World History:

· Read the assigned reading for the unit at least TWO times.

· Complete the guided reading sheet on your own and check your answers during class.

· Study the guided reading questions thoroughly and develop possible quiz questions from the material.

· Pay attention to the questions asked during quizzes.  The same questions are often repeated on the evaluations.

· If a study guide is distributed, complete it on your own and study it closely.

· Stay awake and listen in class. 

What materials are needed?
Students need to have these things at class with them each day:

· History of the United States textbook

· Folder/binder that will hold all assignments, returned quizzes, etc.

· Notebook dedicated to “This Day in History” in class assignments

· Paper (white and lined)

· Blue or black ink pen or pencil

Government
What is taught?
Government is an elective course that lasts just one semester.  During the course the semester these concepts are taught: 

· Foundations of American Government

· Political Parties

· Legislative Branch

· Executive Branch

· Judicial Branch (time permitting)

What is graded?
An attempt is made to take a grade almost each class period.  Homework is also typically assigned on a regular basis.  Often times the students will be expected to complete their homework and study it with a quiz to follow over this material during the next class period.  Sometimes, students are permitted to use their homework to help them complete the quiz questions and these are called homework quizzes.  Other quizzes are to be completed without homework or notes.  At the completion of each unit the students will complete a 30-60 question “evaluation” or test.  At the conclusion of the semester the school requires that the student take a semester exam and this instrument usually consists of 150 questions and evaluates all of the material taught during the semester.  

How can a student improve his/her grade in this class?
There is no ‘extra credit’ for this course.  Here are some suggestions for students trying to improve their grade in Government:

· Read the assigned reading for the unit at least TWO times.

· Complete the guided reading sheet on your own and check your answers during class.

· Study the guided reading questions thoroughly and develop possible quiz questions from the material.

· Pay attention to the questions asked during quizzes.  The same questions are often repeated on the evaluations.

· If a study guide is distributed, complete it on your own and study it closely.

· Stay awake and listen in class. 

What materials are needed?
Students need to have these things at class with them each day:

· United States Government textbook

· Folder/binder that will hold all assignments, returned quizzes, etc.

· Notebook dedicated to “This Day in History” in class assignments

· Paper (white and lined)

· Blue or black ink pen or pencil

Documenting History
Class Rules

1. Be in class and be seated when the bell rings.

2. Obtain permission before speaking.

3. Respect and be polite to all people.

· Say “please” and “thank you”

· Always address teacher with “Mr. …”

· Visiting teachers, substitutes, and student teachers included

4. Respect property of others.
5. Stay awake.
Typical consequences are:  warnings, private conference, student contact parents by phone, and others according to the student handbook.

Fair is not equal clause:  Consequences will not necessarily be given equally, but at the teacher’s discretion.

Mr. Bradley is hypersensitive and allergic to the chemicals sometimes used in perfumes, cologne, and hand lotions.  Please, please, please don’t wear too much of these things and NEVER apply or open them in class.

Class Procedures
1. Always stay in your seat unless you have permission to move around.

a. No one moves about the classroom when the teacher is talking.

b. No one moves about the classroom during evaluations or quizzes.

2. Don’t leave the classroom without a pass from the teacher (unless it is an emergency).

3. The teacher dismisses class, not the bell.

4. Late work is accepted only after excused absences.  Late work is to be turned immediately upon your return to school (regardless of red or black day) unless a separate arrangement is agreed upon between the returning student and Mr. Bradley.

5. Written class work needs to be completed in ONLY blue or black ink or pencil.  A number two pencil is required on test days in world history.

6. Missed assignments are the responsibility of the student.

7. Participate in all class discussions.

8. All papers turned in should have your first and last name, block number, and date completed in the upper right hand corner.  

9. There is a tray for the turning in of homework.  Do NOT put homework on Mr. Bradley’s desk.

10. No abbreviations are to be used on work to be graded unless approved by Mr. Bradley.

11. All class work—graded and un-graded—should be kept until the end of the semester exam.

12. A second “essay” evaluation or quiz will be utilized for students who miss class during a scheduled evaluation or quiz.

13. No food (or candy) is to be eaten during class without permission from the school nurse or Mr. Bradley.

14. Trips to the restroom are permitted with the “potty pass” only.  No one is permitted to use the restroom more than once during the class period or more than five times during a quarter (emergencies excepted).  Trips out of the room are only allowed when the teacher indicates that students have “work time.”  
15. Water is permitted in the room provided the water is kept in a container with a lid.  This privilege may be revoked.  They cannot be shared or passed around.  Bottles are to be thrown in the trash when finished.

16. Homework assignments are posted outside the door of the classroom.  Please use the clipboards to gather needed information and materials, etc. rather than interrupting class.
17. Film assignments will be evaluated by Mr. Nickerson, Mr. Bradley and, on occasion, select guest evaluators.  

18. Late film assignments will not be graded.

19. Students are expected to cooperate with the classmates that they are assigned to work with during the course.

20. Student film work will be evaluated collectively, not individually, regardless of workload equity.
Grading

93 to 100 =A

85 to 92  = B

75 to 84  = C

67 to 74  = D

00 to 66  = F

1. Homework is worth 5 points. 

2. Homework quizzes are worth 5 points.
3. Regular quizzes are worth 10 points.

4. Evaluations are worth 30 points.

5. Projects (written, research and filmed) will be assigned a point total ranging from 30 to 60 points. 
Dear Parent,

My name is Doug Bradley and I am your son/daughter’s social studies teacher this semester.  Please feel free to contact me throughout the year if you have questions.  I have no office hours during ‘red’ days. On ‘black days’ I am available between 9:30 – 10:50 A.M. My phone number is 654-7131 ext. 331.  I also have an email address (dbradley@highlandcusd5.org), but please be patient if you contact me via email because I can’t always respond immediately.

Your son/daughter has chosen to make history here at Highland HS.  Along with my colleague, Jim Nickerson, I was awarded a grant to teach a new course beginning this fall.  This course, Documenting History, is a unique and exciting opportunity for an elite group of students.  They will be blazing a path that I hope will be followed by many students in the future.  This course will be very non-traditional.  The students will be active in and out of the classroom. To be a part of this course we have asked that students have a driver’s license, experience with technology, and a high level of maturity.  One method of instruction that will be utilized is the presentation of some highly successful documentary films.  Some of these films contain adult content (R rated) that, in most cases, would not be permitted in a traditional classroom.  By signing the permission slip below you will be giving your child permission to watch the historical documentaries used for classroom instruction.  Also, the signed permission slip will be allowing your child to drive to off-campus locations approved by the teacher to help complete his/her coursework.  If you have any questions please contact Jim (jnickerson@highlandcusd5.org or 654-7131) or myself.  I appreciate your time and interest in your child’s education. 

Mr. Doug Bradley

Please sign, clip, and return the receipt below indicating that you’ve read and understand everything on this document and then return it to Mr. Bradley during the next class meeting.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student signature ______________________________________________ Date _______________

Parent signature _______________________________________________ Date _______________

Class Rules

6 Be in class and be seated when the bell rings.

7 Obtain permission before speaking.

8 Respect and be polite to all people.

· Say “please” and “thank you”

· Always address teacher with “Mr. …”

· Visiting teachers, substitutes, and student teachers included

9 Respect property of others.
10 Stay awake.
Typical consequences are:  warnings, private conference, student contact parents by phone, and others according to the student handbook.

Fair is not equal clause:  Consequences will not necessarily be given equally, but at the teacher’s discretion.

Mr. Bradley is hypersensitive and allergic to the chemicals sometimes used in perfumes, cologne, and hand lotions.  Please, please, please don’t wear too much of these things and NEVER apply or open them in class.

Class Procedures
18. Always stay in your seat unless you have permission to move around.

a. No one moves about the classroom when the teacher is talking.

b. No one moves about the classroom during evaluations or quizzes.

19. Don’t leave the classroom without a pass from the teacher (unless it is an emergency).

20. The teacher dismisses class, not the bell.

21. Late work is accepted only after excused absences.  Late work is to be turned immediately upon your return to school (regardless of red or black day) unless a separate arrangement is agreed upon between the returning student and Mr. Bradley.

22. Class work needs to be completed in ONLY blue or black ink or pencil.  (A number two pencil is required on test days in world history.)

23. Missed assignments are the responsibility of the student.

24. Participate in all class discussions.

25. All papers turned in should have your first and last name, block number, and date completed in the upper right hand corner.  

26. There is a tray for the turning in of homework.  Do NOT put homework on Mr. Bradley’s desk.

27. No abbreviations are to be used on work to be graded unless approved by Mr. Bradley.

28. All class work—graded and un-graded—should be kept until the end of the semester exam.

29. A second “essay” evaluation or quiz will be utilized for students who miss class during a scheduled evaluation or quiz.

30. No food (or candy) is to be eaten during class without permission from the school nurse or Mr. Bradley.

31. Trips to the restroom are permitted with the “potty pass” only.  No one is permitted to use the restroom more than once during the class period or more than five times during a quarter (emergencies excepted).  Trips out of the room are only allowed when the teacher indicates that students have “work time.”  
32. Backpacks are not allowed in the classroom.

33. Water is permitted in the room provided the water is kept in a container with a lid.  This privilege may be revoked.  They cannot be shared or passed around.  Bottles are to be thrown in the trash when finished.

34. Homework assignments are posted outside the door of the classroom.  Please use the clipboards to gather needed information and materials, etc. rather than interrupting class.

Grading

93 to 100 =A

85 to 92  = B

75 to 84  = C

67 to 74  = D

00 to 66  = F

6. Homework is worth 5 points. (Map homework is worth 10 points, however).

7. Homework quizzes are worth 5 points.
8. Regular quizzes are worth 10 points.

9. Evaluations are worth 30 points.

10. Projects and reports vary in value.

Dear Parent,

My name is Doug Bradley and I am your son/daughter’s social studies teacher this semester.  Please feel free to contact me throughout the year if you have questions.  On red days, I have office hours from 1:05 to 2:30.  On black days, I have free hours from 11:05-12:59 with a lunch period included. My phone number is 654-7131 ext. 331.  I also have an email address (dbradley@highlandcusd5.org), but please be patient if you contact me via email because I can’t always respond immediately.

I would like to also encourage you to use the Highland Community School District’s Powerschool website to access your child’s grades.  (Passwords and logins are available in the HHS office.)  The site will give you a good idea of how your son/daughter is doing the class.

Please make an effort to read the class procedures and grading section of this note.  The sections provide classroom information that may help in following what happens in my social studies classroom.

Thanks for your time and interest.

Mr. Doug Bradley

Please sign, clip, and return the receipt below indicating that you’ve read and understand everything on this document and then return it to Mr. Bradley during the next class meeting.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student signature ______________________________________________ Date _______________

Parent signature _______________________________________________ Date _______________
Geography
What is taught?
Geography is an elective course that lasts just one semester.  During the course the semester these concepts are taught: 

· What is Geography?

· Physical Geography

· Human Geography

· North American Geography

· Latin American Geography

· Geography of Europe

What is graded?
An attempt is made to take a grade almost each class period.  Homework is also typically assigned on a regular basis.  Often times the students will be expected to complete their homework and study it with a quiz to follow over this material during the next class period.  Sometimes, students are permitted to use their homework to help them complete the quiz questions and these are called homework quizzes.  Other quizzes are to be completed without homework or notes.  At the completion of each unit the students will complete a 30-60 question “evaluation” or test.  At the conclusion of the semester the school requires that the student take a semester exam and this instrument usually consists of 150 questions and evaluates all of the material taught during the semester.  

How can a student improve his/her grade in this class?
There is no ‘extra credit’ for this course.  Here are some suggestions for students trying to improve their grade in Geography:

· Read the assigned reading for the unit at least TWO times.

· Complete the guided reading sheet on your own and check your answers during class.

· Study the guided reading questions thoroughly and develop possible quiz questions from the material.

· Study the maps

· Pay attention to the questions asked during quizzes.  The same questions are often repeated on the evaluations.

· If a study guide is distributed, complete it on your own and study it closely.

· Stay awake and listen in class. 

What materials are needed?
Students need to have these things at class with them each day:

· World Geography published by McDougal Littell
· Colored Pencils—at least six colors 
· Folder/binder that will hold all assignments, returned quizzes, etc.

· Notebook dedicated to “geo-question of the day” assignments

· Paper (white and lined)

· Blue or black ink pen

